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President’s Welcome 
Welcome back to another wonderful year of 
music!  I hope you're as excited as I am to watch 
your children develop in their music 
education.  Group lessons are the core of the 
SEMSA organization and an important part of the 
Suzuki philosophy.  This once a 
month Friday gathering is a highlight for many 
families who appreciate the opportunity for their 
children to play in a group, build confidence, learn 
theory and develop friendships. The teachers and 
SEMSA Board of Directors have been planning for 
a year of enriching experiences for your 
child.  Please make sure it is on your family's 
calendar and make it a priority to attend each 
month for your child's music training.  If you are 
new to SEMSA and attending group lessons, spend 
a moment with another parent in your studio or with 
your child's teacher and learn more about the 
benefits of group lessons for your child.  Your 
membership gives you access to this valuable 
resource and opportunities to connect with other 
parents in the Suzuki community in Rochester. 
 
At the request of many parents, the SEMSA Board 
of Directors has chosen to complement the group 
lessons with a few special sessions just for 
parents.  Our first session will be a parent meeting 
(without children) on September 4 at Pax Christi 
Church (location of group lessons) with an overview 
of the group lesson program and other SEMSA 
sponsored events (Honors Recitals, Ensembles), 
information about our bi-annual Gasshuku event, 

and other plans.  After this 
brief overview, the SEMSA 
teachers will break out into 
individual studio groups to 
discuss specific details 
regarding their own 
students.  We plan to 
organize two additional 
parent-only sessions with 
invited guest speakers 
focusing on topics of interest 
to the parents of music 
students.  We welcome any 
ideas for these sessions that 
would be of interest to a 
broad audience.  Please let me or another SEMSA 
board member or your teacher know of any 
suggestions you may have. 
 
A small group of Board members is also working on 
plans for a periodic social gathering for SEMSA 
students in grades 6-12.  If you are interested in 
this group, please contact me, Judy Hickey or Jan 
Glowacki for further information. 
 
The SEMSA Newsletter is published quarterly and 
is a great resource for keeping up-to-date with 
SEMSA activities as well as community 
opportunities that are of interest to SEMSA 
families.  Monthly SEMSA eNotes are sent out prior 
to each Friday group lesson with reminders and 
other timely information.  If you have any 

information to contribute to the SEMSA newsletter, 
Karin Wright, our newsletter editor, would welcome 
any submissions. 
 
The parents and teachers serving on the SEMSA 
Board of Directors volunteer their time to provide an 
organization that is a resource to all the SEMSA 
families and teachers.  Your comments and 
suggestions are always welcome.  Please feel free 
to email me at jesterdoc@yahoo.com or call me at 
269-0253. 
 
I look forward to meeting you on September 4 and 
at future group lessons. 
 
Sherry Jester, SEMSA President 2013-2014, 
jesterdoc@yahoo.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

. 
 
 

 

 

 

 INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

  President’s Greeting, SEMSA Calendar 1 
  Group Lessons, Early Childhood Class 2 
  Studio Updates 3 - 4 
  Membership Form 5    
  Spring Recital Photos 6 
  SEMSA Board (new, old), Ensemble Recital  7   
  Kwik Trip, Fiddle Contest, SEMYO, Classes, ASI  8-12 
 

SEMSA NEWSLETTER 
September 2013 

Ensemble Recital 
Unitarian Universalist Church 

 

Saturday, May 3 – 2:00 & 4:00 
 

SEMSA Calendar 

Group Lessons 
Pax Christi Church 

 

4pm-6pm 
September 4, 2013, 7:00pm (Parent Mtg) 

 

September 20, 2013 
(Potluck 6:00-7:30pm) 

October 25, 2013 
November 22, 2013 
December 13, 2013 
January 10, 2014 
February 28, 2014 

March 21, 2014 
April 11, 2014 
May 16, 2014 

(Concert 5:00pm, Pizza Party 6:00-
7:30pm–Congregational Church) 

Honors Recitals 
Congregational Church 

 
Friday, October 25, 2013 at 7pm 

Tentative: Sat, February 1, 2014 at 2pm 
Sunday, March 16, 2014 at 2pm 

Young Musicians Recital 
Unitarian Universalist Church 

 

Friday, December 6, 2013 
Friday, January 17, 2014 

Friday, March 7, 2014 
 

Rochester Music Guild 
Competition 

March 22 & 23, 2014 
 

SEMYO Concerto Competition 
February 9, 2014 

 
Suzuki Association of MN 

Graduation (SAM) 
Piano – TBA 

Cello/Viola/Violin–Saturday, March 15 
 

Playing With the Pros (RCTC) 
 

January 25/26, 2014 
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SEMSA Group Lesson and Annual Pot-Luck Information 
 

Parents, we are excited to start another season of Group 
Lessons for your children. These sessions provide important 
opportunities for group performance and fun! We appreciate 
your continued support with making these sessions a 
priority.  Here is the key information regarding this year's 
group lessons: 

TIMES:  We will be following the same format as last year 
with 40-minute sessions starting at 4:00, 4:40, and 5:20 
pm.  Please arrive before 4pm in order to receive your 
schedule and get to your first session on time! 
 
LOCATIONS:   Sessions September-November and 
January-April are held at Pax Christi Catholic Church.   The 
December and May sessions will be held at the 
Congregational Church. 
 
DATES:  We try to schedule these sessions on the 
3rd Friday of the month.  Unfortunately most sessions this 
year are shifted a bit as we take into consideration holidays, 
school breaks, and church availability.   Following are the 
scheduled dates for the 2013-2014 year (sessions held at Pax 
Christi except where noted): 
 

• September 20, 2013 – Pot Luck Dinner 6-7:30 
• October 25, 2013   
• November 22, 2013  
• December 13, 2013 	  –	  Congregational	  Church	   
• January 10, 2014  
• February 28, 2014  

• March 21, 2014 
• April 11, 2014  
• May 16, 2014 – Congregational Church 

(5pm Concert and Pizza Party 6-7:30) 

POT-LUCK: As is customary, we will have a Pot-Luck 
dinner at 6pm following the September Group Sessions. 
Please bring a dish to place on the serving line -– the 
SEMSA Board will provide “Sloppy Joe” sandwiches, 
drinks, eating and serving utensils. This event allows you to 
relax and visit with new and existing SEMSA friends 
without having to rush home to prepare and clean up from 
dinner!  
 
FINAL NOTES:  SEMSA is fortunate to be welcomed in 
Pax Christi Church and Congregational Church for our 
group lessons.  As such we ask you to remind your children 
to be respectful of the church and the spaces we are allowed 
to use.  We expect parents of elementary and pre-school 
students to stay in the building during group lessons and 
preferably in the classrooms with their youngest children. 
Parents of middle and high school students need to provide 
their children, or someone at the check-in table, with contact 
information when leaving the premises. 
 
Jan Glowacki, 
Group Lesson 
Coordinator  
(woodspirit@ch
arter.net)  

 
Early Childhood Music Class Opportunity 

 
Karen Welsh, your SEMSA group lessons “Music in 
Motion” teacher, is offering early childhood music classes. 
This Music Class is for young children and their parent or 
adult caregiver. The Music Pups programs are playful and 
creative music and movement classes for children ages birth 
through 4 years.  We provide lots of great quality 
instruments and movement props to use in class.  The class 
offers excellent experiential music fundamentals through 
developmentally appropriate activities.  
 
Location:  Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
 
Dates/Times:  Classes are 45 minutes long and offered for 
either Mondays or Wednesdays.  The session consists of 10 
weeks of classes starting the first week of October. Class 
times are tentatively set for 9:15 and 10:30 but waiting to 
have church confirmation so the time might be shifted a bit 
earlier or later). 

Cost:  $160 fee includes a CD of all the songs, a music 
book including the CD songs with line drawings for 
coloring, and home activity suggestions, and tuition for the 
10 weeks of classes.   There is a 20% discount for first time 
attendees which means the session will only cost $128. 
 
Note: classes are limited to a minimum of 6 children with 
their adult and a maximum of 12 children. 
Watch a demo online 
at http://www.themusicclass.com/Classes/MusicPups.aspx   
 
Attend a demo class offered the week before the session 
begins.  
 
How to register for the session or demo class, or learn 
more information:  Karen at Mapleford Studio, 507-775-
2226 or email at MaplefordStudiollc@gmail.com. 

Looking for an instrument?  
Check out the instruments  
available on the website at:  
www.Semsa-Suziki.org 
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From the Studio of Kathleen Lamb 
 

Kathleen Lamb, as a member of Odelia piano trio was selected as the Rochester Minnesota Public Radio Artist-in-
Residence for 2013-2014. The trio will be giving educational performances in Rochester public elementary schools 
during the upcoming year. In August Kathleen attended a Suzuki Teacher Training course with Christie Felsing at 
the Hartt Suzuki Institute in CT. Felsing is the Assistant Director of the Preucil School of Music, IA.  

 
From the Studio of Carolyn Mead 

Welcome back everyone!   
 
The summer has slipped by so fast. I'm looking forward to the new year and hearing about all of your adventures. Lessons 
start next week on Tuesday, September 3. Monday students will begin on Friday, September 9.  
 
In July, Michael Hickey played in the SEMYO summer orchestra conducted by Erik Rohde. Four cello families attended 
the American Suzuki Institute at Stevens Pointt: Lars Anderson, Hawea Derauf, Michael Hickey, and Anisa Kloek.  
 
I attended a 2 week eurhythmics workshop at Colorado State University in Fort Collins. It was a high energy exciting 
time, with lots to learn, and good to be back in clear Colorado summer air. 
 
A new beginning cello class is starting this fall. There are still some openings for additional students in the studio. Email 
if you or a friend is interested. cmead5975@gmail.com 
 
See you at your lesson. 
 

  
 Steven’s Point Camp Attendees, M. Hickey, L. Anderson, H. Deraff 

 
 

From the Studio of DeAnn Spencer 
 

  
C. Burket and M. Wimmer 

fiddling at the Farmers  
Market this summer. 
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From the Studio of Paula Stewart 
 

We've had a fun summer together. Private lessons and 
Rochester Montessori School violin/viola classes continued 
throughout the summer, with periodic weeks off for the 
teacher to re-energize.  :-)   In June, seventeen students 
beautifully entertained patients and staff at the Mayo Clinic. 
Last Friday, we played again at Meadow Lakes Senior 
Living Center.  We'll have monthly studio performances 
throughout the school year, in a variety of venues. 
 
In August, six students, their parents and I attended 
American Suzuki Institute in Stevens Point.  Students who 
attended are Katherine B., Tessa D., Kareena K., Isabelle 
E., Eleanor L. and Natalie T. It was wonderful to share the 

experience, and we all brought home new ideas to inspire 
our school year.  Congratulations are due toGreta Mae G. 
and Eleanor L., who have been accepted into SEMYO for 
the first time, and to Natalie T., who has progressed to 
Philharmonic.  Congratulations, too, to Dania A. and Ben 
W., who both recently celebrated their First Twinkle days 
on violin and viola, respectively. 
 
I have been busy preparing for fall and winter events, our 
annual fall practice challenge and parent classes.  Check out 
the Basic Music Reading for Parents class and Positive 
Practice! Workshop, elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 
 

From the Studio of Linda Thompson 
 

 
Students from the studio of Linda Thompson perform at the Mayo Clinic, Spring 2013. 
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SOUTHEASTERN MINNESOTA SUZUKI ASSOCIATION 
Membership Form—Please register in the studio of the oldest child. 

 
________________________________________ ________________________________________       _______________ 
Father’s Name    Mother’s Name    Date 
 
 
________________________________________ _____________________________ ______ _______________ 
Street Address    City    State Zip 
 
 
____________________ ____________________ ____________________ ________________________ 
Home Phone  Work Phone  Cell Phone  e-mail: print legibly 
          
 
Student Name  Age School   Grade Instrument Teacher 
 
_________________________ _____ ____________________ _______ _______________ __________________ 
 
_________________________ _____ ____________________ _______ _______________ __________________ 
 
_________________________ _____ ____________________ _______ _______________ __________________ 
 
_________________________ _____ ____________________ _______ _______________ __________________ 
 
SEMSA typically uses student photos (unidentified by name) in our brochure and website.  If you do not want your 
child’s photo in these publications, please sign here. _____________________ 
 
SEMSA is a non-profit organization and is totally dependent on volunteers.  Please check each category for which you 
are willing to assist.  All types of contributions are appreciated. 
 

 Host/Hostess:  Provide treats, serve, clean-up, help at group events  
 Piano accompaniment (specify instruments and levels) ___________________________ 
 Word Processing:  forms, recital programs, web-site assistance.  
 GASSHUKU volunteer:  set-up, clean-up, snacks (needs vary from event to event) 
 Phone calls   Other (be specific) __________________________ 

 
******************************************************************************************************************** 
2013-2014 SEMSA Membership Fee:   

 ______  $40 for parents + one student:     
 ______  $ 5 for each additional student 
 ______   Donation 501c status-tax deductible.  Support for activities is greatly appreciated. 

 
Total: ______  Please make checks payable to SEMSA. 
                
Deadline for inclusion in the 2013-2014 SEMSA directory is September 28, 2013.   
Submit form & check to your teacher, at SEMSA group lesson, or mail to SEMSA Treasurer:   
 Kevin Meincke 
 c/o SEMSA 
 6408 Granite Dr NW 
 Rochester, MN  55901 
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     SEMSA Spring Recital Photos 
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SEMSA Board 2012-2013 (Outgoing) 
 

 
 

Front Row: Paula Stewart, Barbara Bartleson, Carolyn Mead, Linda Thompson, Judy Hickey, Jan Glowacki 
Back Row: Kari Wright, Lynela Becker, Sherry Jester, Connie Larson, Tabitha Hansen, Kathleen Lamb 

 
 
 

SEMSA Board 2013-2014 (New) 
 

 
 

Front Row: Paula Stewart, Jan Glowacki, Barbara Bartleson,  Sherry Jester, Carolyn Mead,  Amy Laack, Judy Hickey, Linda Thompson,  
Back Row: Kari Wright, Lynela Becker, Jana Anderson, Kevin Meincke, Kathleen Lamb, Enid Campos 

 
 

 
Behind the Scenes at the Ensemble Recital, Spring 2013 
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Positive Practice! Workshop 

We all struggle with "How can I get my child to practice... ...or practice better?" In this parent (and 
teacher) workshop, we will share new ideas for making your child's practice sessions less of a struggle 
and more rewarding for both student and parent. You're guaranteed to leave with new ways to make 
practice more fun and more effective.  The ideas presented in this workshop are based solidly in 
behavioral science and teacher/parent experience - They work!   

Note: This workshop is 6 hours of instruction. The 2013 workshop is being offered as three 
consecutive Tuesday evenings. Certificates are provided for CEU credit. 

 Workshop Outline:  
1) How a positive approach affects practice and motivation - for both of you 
2) Ideas to improve your child's practice environment 
3) Tips and games for more positive practice (shared discussion and handouts) 
4) Behavior modification: An overview for parents with real-life challenges 
5) Specific steps for holding effective practice sessions, with hands-on exercises to give you 
confidence using these techniques with your child, or to help your older child practice 
independently 
6) TAGteach as a method to make repetitive practice more successful 
7) Problem solving techniques 
8) Making practice self-reinforcing 

 
 Dates: Tuesdays, October 8, 15 and 22 (pre-enrollment required) 
 Time: 6:45 – 8:45 pm 
 Location: Salem Road Covenant Church - 3401 Salem Road SW, Rochester 
 Cost: $40 at the door ($10 of this is for your materials) 

 
 Your instructors:  

o Judy Boyum has a master's degree in psychology and many years experience as both a piano 
teacher and a parent of three 

o Paula Stewart is a violin/viola teacher with a degree in education and extensive training in 
behavior modification and positive reinforcement-based training 
 

 Enrollment deadline: Tuesday, 10/1/2013 

 To Enroll or for questions:  Contact Paula Stewart at 
paulastewart2t@gmail.com or (507) 280-9500 
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SEMSA Kwik Trip Card Fundraiser 
 
SEMSA raised over $2,000 from the sale of Kwik Trip gift crds during the 2012-2013 year.  
The monies raised were used to support the various enrichment activities offered to the 
SEMSA students. With your support of this fundraiser, SEMSA can again raise the necessary 
funds during the 2013-2014 year of activities. 
 

All SEMSA families are encouraged to participate and help raise funds for the various 
SEMSA enrichment activities.  10% of the purchase price from the Kwik Trip cards is 
returned to SEMSA.   
 

The cards are available in $10, $25, $50, and $100 amounts and can be used for gas and in 
store purchases. 

 

Cards can be ordered and arrangements made for delivery by contacting Judy Hickey through email at 
hickey.judy@gmail.com or phone at 292-0576.  Kwik Trip cards are also available at SEMSA’s monthly group music 
lessons.   
 
Name _____________________________Phone______________________________ 
Email contact__________________________________________________ 
Kwik Trip cards requested:  _____ $10  ___ $25  _____$50  _____ $100 
Total Amount of Purchase: $ ____________ 
Write Check to SEMSA.  Consider purchasing Kwik Trip cards for your gift giving needs. 
 
 
 
 

Rochesterfest Fiddle Contest 
 
 
Rochesterfest had many fiddlers competing in the fiddle contest that took place Wednesday, June 
26.  Some fiddlers had been playing for one year and other had fiddled for many years.  The 
Blondel Wednesday Night Jam Band provided musical entertainment before and after the 
contest.  All the fiddlers were invited onto the stage after the contest for a jam session with the 
band.  The contest was sponsored by the Southeastern Minnesota Suzuki Association and 
Culver’s Restaurant of Rochester.  The contest judges were John Reed and Mike Walsh. 
 
Junior Division, ages 12 and under – 
1st Place – Liliana Goodwin 
Tie - 2nd Place – Emelia Carlson and Tasman Grinnell 
 
Teen Division, ages 13 to 18 – 
1st place – Aubrey Postier 
2nd Place – Brock Lawhead 
 

Adult Division, 19 and up – 
1st Place – Brandon Lawhead 
2nd Place – Andre Postier 
3rd Place – Randy Hintzman 

It would be great to have more SEMSA students participate in the Rochesterfest Fiddle Contest next year – on violin, viola, and 
cello!  You could ask you lesson teachers for fiddle music suggestions.  So get practicing your fiddle tunes! 
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Student Musicians - Come Audition for SEMYO! 
 

The Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras welcome student musicians to audition for the upcoming 2013-2014 season, 
which begins in September.  Auditions are open to students playing string, woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments at all 
levels. Student musicians have the opportunity to participate in one of three performance ensembles –  
Chamber Strings, Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Concert Orchestra.   
Rehearsals are held at Century High School in Rochester on Saturday morning throughout the school year.   
 

Visit the SEMYO web site for audition information – http://www.semyo.org/wordpress/ 
Please call the SEMYO office at 282-1718 to schedule a ten minute audition. 
 

For additional information, contact: 
SEMYO - Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras 
1001 14th St NW Suite 450, Rochester, MN 55901 
507-282-1718 
Web site: www.semyo.org, 
Email: info@semyo.org 
 
WATCH THE SEMYO FEATURE FROM PUBLIC TELEVISIONS KSMQ’S OFF-90 PROGRAM AT: 
HTTP://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=FMGKSQ1JZGI 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26 - SEMYO JUST FOR KIDS CONCERT –  
CENTURY HIGH SCHOOL, ROCHESTER - 10:00AM      
A SPECIAL CONCERT FOR FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN FEATURING ALL ENSEMBLES. FUN ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 
INSTRUMENT PETTING ZOO, CRAFTS, GAMES AND A COSTUME PARADE. TICKETS $5. 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 - SEMYO FALL CONCERT - CENTURY HIGH SCHOOL, ROCHESTER - 2:00PM 
 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 - SEMYO SILENT MOVIE EVENT –  
ZUMBROTA STATE THEATRE, 96 E. 4TH STREET, ZUMBROTA, MN - 7:00PM 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 2 - SEMYO WINTER CONCERT - CENTURY HIGH SCHOOL, ROCHESTER - 2:00PM 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 26 - SEMYO WALK / RUN COMMUNITY FUNDRAISER – CENTURY HIGH SCHOOL, ROCHESTER 
- 7:00AM REGISTRATION, 8:00AM RACE START TIME 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 11 - SEMYO SPRING CONCERT - CENTURY HIGH SCHOOL, ROCHESTER - 2:00PM 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 20 - RSOC PEACE PLAZA OUTDOOR CONCERT - 7:30PM 
CONCERT TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR: 
ADULTS $12, SENIORS/ STUDENTS $8, FAMILY $30 

 
We hope to see you there! 
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Basic Music Reading for Parents
 

Does this 

 

If your child's Suzuki books are confusing, this class is for you. Spend two hours and learn 
the basics of music reading in a low-stress environment. You'll learn to decipher musical 
symbols, so you can follow the music and be a stronger practice partner for your child. The 
following topics will be covered: 

Primary focus: Pitch and rhythm basics    Also addressed: Guideposts in music 

Basic Music Reading for Parents: Class details 

Date: Friday, September 27 
Time: 6:45 – 8:45 pm  
Location: Salem Road Covenant Church (3401 Salem Road SW, Rochester)  
Your instructor: Paula Stewart 
Cost: $5 materials fee, payable at the door 
To register: No pre-registration required – just come! 
Bring: Your child's music book (optional) 
 

the staff 
clefs (treble, alto, bass) 
pitches on the staff 
sharps and flats 
rhythmic values (1/16 through whole 
notes, etc.) 
converting notes on paper to your child's 
instrument 

key signatures 
time signatures 
bar lines and measures 
dynamics 
resources for decoding other terms and 
symbols 
 

make you 
feel like 
this? 
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A Suzuki Mom’s ASI Experience 
   
You want me to what??? 
 
Take an entire week off work, my precious vacation time, 
to sign up for a music camp with my daughter where she & 
I will attend several music instruction classes a day, every 
day, to enhance her playing skills…and it will be fun?? 
 
Not wanting to hurt our beloved teacher’s feelings, I kindly 
indicate that I will think about it and check our 
calendar…when in reality, I would be “thinking” about 
coming up with an excuse as to why it would not work out 
and “checking our calendar” in secret hopes that it would 
conflict with some other plans. 
 
At our next lesson, our teacher persists.  “Have you had a 
chance to think about it?  I’m offering scholarships to some 
of my studio families who are interested in attending the 
institute this summer and if you are a member of SEMSA, 
you can apply for a small scholarship for first time 
attendees.”  There goes my excuse that we cannot afford it.   
 
As it turned out, our family actually could not afford a 
summer vacation that year, so our summer calendar was as 
wide open as the Grand 
Canyon.   
 
She continues to persist and 
produces a packet of 
information about the American 
Suzuki Institute at the 
University of Wisconsin’s 
campus in Steven’s Point.  She 
even has an application.  She 
takes the time to explain a bit 
more detail about the institute 
and even goes so far as to tell me some people have found it 
to be a “life changing” experience.  All right, it’s starting to 
peak my interest.  Then I notice that accommodations are 
actually dorms.  During my college years, I always lived off 
campus…I can’t imagine how I would survive in a dorm 
room.  I’ve aged and the thought of shared 
bathrooms…Ugh!  Of course our very generous teacher 
offers to have my daughter and I share her comfortable 
hotel room, which just so happens to have a pool.  Man, she 
REALLY wants us to go.   

So, I think about it in earnest this time.  Not being one to 
deny my child an opportunity to participate in something 
that may further enrich her life and wanting to be open to 
try new things, I have a change of heart.  Maybe there will 
be other beginners there.  Maybe it won’t be as hard-core as 
I imagine.  Maybe my daughter will meet new friends.  
Maybe it will be a quality bonding experience for me and 
my daughter.  Maybe this is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.  (Maybe our teacher should be in sales.)  
Maybe, just maybe, I would enjoy staying in a dorm!  
  
Fast forward a couple of months and WOW!  I cannot 
believe how much we LOVED ASI!  My daughter and I 
thoroughly enjoyed every moment we spent at the 
American Suzuki Institute.  What a lovely campus, what 
lovely people, what fabulous instructors, what beautiful 
music!  What FUN!!  The week flew by.  It was a perfect 
mix of instruction, performance and recreation. There was 
no pretense or pressure…just one big happy Suzuki family 
encouraging one another and celebrating each individual’s 
hard work and special gifts.  We left the institute feeling 
refreshed, reenergized and with a greater appreciation for 
the Suzuki method of teaching. 

 
Needless to say, we are now 
resolved to attend ASI every year, 
for as long as we are able.  We just 
returned from our second year and 
the experience was equally as 
fantastic.  Once again, we made 
new friends, but this time, we had 
the added joy of meeting up with 
many of the friends we met last 
year.  We continued to discover 
new and interesting places on and 

around the campus (the Natural History Museum is among 
our favorites).  And yes, we stayed in the dorms and loved 
it…again.  
  
My daughter and I will forever cherish the ASI experience 
as it truly is an experience worth having.   But even more, 
we will cherish our teacher, Paula Stewart, for her 
generosity, persistence and encouragement.  Because had it 
not been for her, we never would have attended ASI and 
may have never fully realized the richness and beauty that 
music education has to offer. 

 
 


