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President’s Welcome 
 
The Southeastern Minnesota Suzuki Association was founded in 
February of 1984 in order to help parents, students, and teachers 
work together to create a rich and nurturing environment for student 
musicians. We achieve this goal through providing a variety of 
enriching musical experiences for our SEMSA students and their 
families. Monthly group lessons, honor and ensemble recitals, 
music workshops, and informative presentations for parents are 
important events we provide to achieve this goal. 
 
Mark the following SEMSA events on your calendar: Group 
Lessons – February 15, March 22, April 26; SEMSA May Concert and Pizza Party – May 17; Ensemble Recital – April 27.  
Check the SEMSA website for additional calendar dates and activities:  http://semsa-suzuki.org/index.php 
 
We have reached the mid-year point. SEMSA students and their families are busy with a whole range of activities. It is important 
to plan for and maintain the consistency of your child’s daily practice time. Choose the activities your child participates in 
carefully and do not let your family become over-whelmed with the business that involvement in too many outside activities can 
bring. If your child is going to grow and develop their musical skills, practice time needs to be a constant in the daily schedule. 
 
Judy Hickey  
SEMSA President 2012-2013 
 

Calling All Musicians – Consider Playing in an Ensemble 
 
Has your child ever considered playing in a SEMSA ensemble?  There are many 
ensemble options for students at varying performance levels.  Perhaps it could be an 
ensemble with multiple violins, a standard quartet or maybe a piano trio (violin, 
cello and piano). In addition to being a wonderful learning experience, ensemble 
playing can also be a fun experience.  Interested?  Let your teacher know, and they 
can help you find other interested players.  The next ensemble recital is April 27. 

 

Playing with the Pros 
 

During the last school year, SEMSA partnered with the Rochester Symphony Orchestra in an event that gave students the 
opportunity to play concerto movements with a live orchestra rather than with piano only.  This year RSOC repeats the event 
which is now open to students on a variety of instruments.  Several SEMSA students will perform:  Sophie Beyer, Elizabeth 
Frankel, Peter Luetmer, Ashley Vincent, Elden Lai, Reina Owecke, and David Jiang.   
 
We all appreciate those who accompany us for lessons, recitals and other special occasions.  However, performing with an 
orchestral back-up is an entirely different experience which does not happen frequently.  Costs for a space, music, and musicians 
are prohibitive until players hit the big leagues!  Those who did play last year were awed by the space and sound of so many 
instruments around them. 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend one or both days:  Saturday, Jan. 26, 1:00-4:00 and Sunday, Jan. 27, 2:00-5:00, at Hill 
Auditorium on the RCTC campus.  Similarly to last year, you may enter and exit quietly at whatever time needed since there 
are no doors that disrupt.  Observe as you would a live symphony performance without making any sounds while music is 
played.
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Gasshuku at Eagle Bluff 2012 
Friday, November 9 – Saturday, November 10 

At Eagle Bluff Environmental Learning Center, Lanesboro, MN 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
After many months of planning, the Gasshuku music workshop was a enriching musical experience for the SEMSA students. 
The Gasshuku committee hopes that everyone found the Gasshuku to be a fun-filled weekend of great learning experiences.  The 
middle and high school students had the opportunity to work in a string ensemble experience with Jere Lantz, of the Rochester 
Symphony Orchestra and Choral. All students worked with outstanding Suzuki clinicians – Suzanne Greer, piano, Sally Gross, 
cello, Kamini LaRusso, violin and viola, Steven Leung, violin and viola, Catherine McMichael, piano, Carrie Reuning-Hummel, 
violin and viola, Beth Turco, piano, Pam Weest-Carrasco, harp. Students were able to explore rhythms, musical ideas, and music 
history with Jere Lamtz, Russell Packard, and Sandy Waterman in the music enrichment classes that were offered. 

 
 

A sincere thank you to the volunteers who served on the Gasshuku committee and the SEMSA teachers and board members for 
all the time and effort they put into making this year’s Gasshuku one of the best ever. Creating this 
unique learning experience for our SEMSA students and 
families was well worth all your efforts. 
 
The Japanese word "gasshuku" means learning together 
as a community in a setting related to nature and 
suggests a gathering devoted to intensive practice and 
enjoyment as a community. During the Gasshuku 
weekend in November, we were able to achieve the true 
sense of the meaning of the word “gasshuku” through 
music making, learning, and friendship. 
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January SEMSA Honors Concert 
Participants 

 
 

Row 1: C. Toney, E. VanMeter, G. Glowacki, B.Shen, J. Zheng 
Row 2: T. Farnberg, C. Wentz, C. Han,  M. Matern 
Row 3: K. Anderson, D. Unseth, E. Fleming,  M. Frei, R. Price, M. 
Patel, M. Wimmer, A. McGeeney 

 

 

From the Studio of Barbara Bartleson 

Pianists enjoyed working with Beth Turco from the MacPhail School of Music, Suzanne Greer, master teacher from 
Minnetonka, and Catherine McMichael, and past clinician, from Michigan, at the Gasshuku. 
 
We held our first studio recital on Sunday, December 9, 2012. As a special addition to the program, selected students 
performed Mozart’s set of variations on the Twinkle theme, titled “Ah, Vous dirai-je, maman”. Students each played 
the theme or a variation from the set, for a total of eleven performers, one for each variation! There is more to music 
beyond our beginning “Twinkle”! 
 
All December, students recorded their Christmas CD’s. They prepared a program of their own choosing and recorded it 
as a Christmas gift for friends and family. 
 
Ashley Vincent was selected to play for the afternoon Honors Concert at the Dorian Keyboard Festival in Decorah, 
Iowa. Ashley participated in the SE MN Youth Orchestra Piano Concerto Competition and was awarded honorable 
mention. She has been asked to play in the SEMYO Honors Concert. Ashley has also been accepted to play with the 
Rochester Symphony Orchestra and Chorale program, “Playing with the Pros”. She will perform the Grieg Piano 
Concerto in A Minor, first movement. Isabel Kramlinger played for the first Young Musicians of SE MN recital. 
 
This month (January) students have been preparing and taking Minnesota Music Teachers Piano Contest and Theory 
Tests. 
 
 
 

From the Studio of Linda Thompson 
 

SAM graduation tapes, preparation for ‘Playing with the Pros,’ SEMYO concerto Competition, Rochester Music Guild 
Scholarship Competition plus our annual group recital have kept students busy following GASSHUKU. Those recording 
for SAM graduation: Isaac Guenther, Hannah Hanson, Isaiah Hanson, Levi Hanson, Noah Hickey, Federico Jimenez, 
Damian Kim, Daniel Kim, Rhea Kohli, Zoë Lange-Pearson, Mika Mead, Brooke Meincke, Christina Meline, and Evan 
Wright. ‘Playing with the Pros’ musicians are Sophie Beyer, Elizabeth Frankel, and Peter Luetmer. 
 
Our winter recital music is ‘Just a Little Jazz.’ Lighter, fun music with syncopation and other rhythmic challenges will 
spice up these winter days.  
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From the Studio of DeAnn Spencer 
 

 
Upcoming Fiddle Concert 
I'm going to have a Fiddlin' for Fun concert on Friday, February 8 at 7:00 pm at Charter 
House.  Over 40 violins will play favorite fiddling and folk songs from countries around 
the world.  Come and enjoy the evening with us! 
 
 
 

 
 
Several students performed their own individual book recitals: 
 
Twinkle Graduation for Simon Argue  On Sunday, 

September 23, Simon 
Argue graduated from the 
Twinkles.  He played the 
Twinkles for his family, 
grandparents, great-
grandparents, aunt, uncle, 
cousins, great-aunt, and 
great-uncle.  Here is a 
picture of Simon making a 
grumpy face!  After the 
recital they had brunch.  

 
Book 1 Graduation for Seth & Sarah Brewer 
Sarah & Seth Brewer graduated from Book 1. Since 

Seth and 
Sarah's 
grandparents 
are living in El 
Salvador, they 
haven't gotten 
to hear or see 
Seth and Sarah 
play the violin 
for over a 
year.  For their 

graduation recital, they decided to do a performance for 
their Grandma and Grandpa.  Thanks to skype, we could 
share this great day with them from thousands of miles 
away.  They loved it and Seth and Sarah had a great time 
performing all of their book one pieces! 
 
Book 1 Graduation for Clara Fletcher 
Clara Fletcher graduated from Book 1 in 
December.  Clara's grandma and grandpa were here for 
Christmas, so they were the perfect audience 
for Clara's recital.  We placed all the songs from Book 1 
on pieces of paper and put them in a basket.  The basket 
went around the room and a member from the audience 
drew a piece of paper.  That would then be the song that 
Clara played next.  It was a lot of fun and a great event 
for a cold afternoon during Christmas break!      

 
Students in youth orchestras in Rochester and Minneapolis  
SEMYO Chamber Strings:  Cindy Han, Charlie Liu, Anna McGeeney, Kathy Wertzler, and Jamie Zheng 
SEMYO Concert Orchestra:  Elden Lai, Hannah Lai, Mareyuna Lukasak, and Emily Wu 
MYS Repertory Orchestra:  Alex Scheel 
 
SAM Graduation in March 
This year I have 16 students who will attend the SAM Graduation Recital at Bethel University for the following levels:  Elden 
Lai (7, 8, 9), Lindsey Kilen (6, 7), Hannah Lai (6), Mareyuna Lukasak ( 6), Alex Scheel (5, 6), Emily Wu (5, 6), Charlie Burket 
(5), Breanna Shen (Twinkle, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5), Olivia Haddock (3, 4), Kathy Wertzler (1, 2), Cindy Han (1, 2), Jamie Zheng (1, 2), 
Charlie Liu (Twinkle, 1, 2), Clara Fletcher (Twinkle), Ella Swapp (Twinkle), and Madeline Swapp (Twinkle).

    

Fiddlin’ for FunFiddlin’ for FunFiddlin’ for FunFiddlin’ for Fun    

    

    
 

Students of DeAnn Spencer 
February 8 – 7:00 pm 

Charter House 
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Summer Camp Experience 
Let Music Be Your Mother Tongue 
-- Parent from Carolyn Mead’s Studio 

 
Seven years ago my mother-in-law encouraged us to enroll our then 5-year old daughter in Suzuki violin lessons.  With no 
knowledge of the Suzuki method, my daughter appeared to be a model Suzuki student.  Even though she hardly practiced or 
listened to her CD, she was adept in mastering the various techniques with ease and could pick up on detailed nuances of a piece 
which impressed her teacher. Needless to say, she advanced through the books in a short period of time.  So when my son decided 
he wanted to learn to play the cello, it was only natural to seek out a Suzuki cello teacher. 
 
While we try not to compare the accomplishments of our children, it was obvious my son was not mastering the cello as quickly as 
my daughter did in violin.  After 2-1/2 years, my son was still in Book 1.  I personally concluded that it was a combination of 
having 3 different teachers (each with differing expectations) over the course of his learning and possibly my daughter had a 
natural musical ability.  Little did I know how the Suzuki method would change my perception. 
 
Through out the last year, Carolyn Mead, my son’s current cello teacher, 
would remind us to listen to the CD.  “Listen to your current piece and 
next two pieces, ten times a day,” she would say.  “Ten times a day?”, I’d 
secretly ask myself.  How does listening to something ten times a day 
make you a better musician?  It seemed to me almost fruitless.  We are 
fortunate that Carolyn had perseverance and faith in my son’s abilities 
and continued to encourage his listening and one day requested that we 
consider attending the American Suzuki Summer Institute. 
 
One of the best opportunities for parents at the ASI is the ability to attend 
parent/teacher workshops while their children are attending optional 
enrichment classes during the course of the day.  You can imagine my 
surprise when I came across a workshop titled “Play It Again, Sam!”  
This lecture examined the role of LISTENING and its crucial function in 
your student’s success.  I learned that Dr. Suzuki observed how children pick up language from their parents and concluded that 
learning their mother tongue is in fact the very first musical lesson. He also discovered that employing this principle (ear 
training) along with developing good instrumental technique would help children produce a beautiful tone and help children to 
become fine musicians. 
 
My son has made huge strides since attending the ASI.  He listens to his CD almost every day and is encouraged to hum to the 
music so that I know he is actively listening.  This seemingly small change in my perception has transformed both of us because 
my son can now sense a new enthusiasm emanating from me. 

 

SEMSA Kwik Trip Card Fundraiser 
 

SEMSA is continuing participation in the Kwik Trip gift card fundraiser.  All SEMSA 
families are encouraged to participate and help raise funds for the various SEMSA 
enrichment activities.  10% of the purchase price from the Kwik Trip cards is returned 
to SEMSA.  The cards are available in $10, $25, $50, and $100 amounts and can be 
used for gas and in store purchases. 

 
Cards can be ordered and arrangements made for delivery by contacting Judy Hickey through email at 
hickey.judy@gmail.com or phone at 292-0576.  Kwik Trip cards are also available at SEMSA’s monthly group music 
lessons.  Write Check to SEMSA. Consider purchasing Kwik Trip cards for your gift giving needs. 

Name _____________________________Phone______________________________ 
Email contact__________________________________________________ 
Kwik Trip cards requested:  _____ $10  ___ $25  _____$50  _____ $100 
Total Amount of Purchase: $ ____________ 
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Rochesterfest Fiddle Contest 2013 
 

The Rochesterfest Fiddle Contest is scheduled for Wednesday, June 26, 2013 during Family Fun Night. This contest is open to 
fiddlers of all ages and levels of experience. This is the seventh year that Rochesterfest has held a fiddle contest as part of the 
Rochesterfest activities. Each year many of the contestants have been SEMSA students. SEMSA has been a sponsor, along 
with Culver’s Restaurants of Rochester, each year of the contest. 
 
Details will be available soon on the SEMSA website. It would be great to have many SEMSA students participate in the 
Rochesterfest Fiddle Contest this June – on violin, viola, and cello! You could ask you lesson teachers for fiddle music 
suggestions. So get practicing your fiddle tunes!This page is intentionally left blank. 

 
Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras (SEMYO) 

And Community Education are Offering Summer Music Camps 
 
The Southeastern Minnesota Youth Orchestras (SEMYO) in cooperation with Rochester Community 
Education will be offering summer music camps for student musicians July 15 -19, 2013. Three camps 
are being offered: Prelude String Orchestra, Summer Band Camp, and Rockin’ Rhythm Camp. Students 
will have the opportunity to improve ensemble and technical skills, in addition to fun team building 
activities with their fellow student musicians. 
 
Prelude String Orchestra Camp (Gr. 7 & Up or Suzuki book level 3) 
 
Rosin your bows – you are invited! Violinists, Cellists, Violists and Bassists come play in a string 
orchestra! If you are a student musician and want to try this experience or continue to improve your 
musical skills, either way - you will have fun! Erik Rohde, University of Minnesota doctoral student in 
orchestral conducting, will be your maestro for this camp. Music will be mailed to the students before 
camp starts. There will be a short performance on the last day of camp. 
 
Location: Century-Orchestra Rm. K-115; Fee: $95; 5 Classes Mon-Fri, Jul. 15-Jul. 19; 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
 
Summer Band Camp (Gr. 7 & Up) 
 
Clean out your spit valves, soak your reed, loosen up your lips -- Band members wanted! If you are 
a student wind, brass, or percussion musician and want to experience playing in a band or continue 
improving your skills, either way - you will have fun! Carrie Kouba, Rochester Public Schools music 
teacher and instructional coach, will be the instructor for this band camp. Music will be mailed to the 
students before camp starts. There will be a short performance on the last day of camp. 
 
Location: Century-Band Rm. K-124; Fee: $95; 5 Classes Mon-Fri, Jul. 15-Jul. 19; 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
 
Rockin’ Rhythm Camp (Gr. 5 - 9) 
Join the rhythm section and explore rock rhythms and riffs! Through a variety of traditional and non- 
traditional rhythm instruments -- drums, cymbals, trash cans, and broom sticks -- have fun and improve 
your musical skills through this ensemble rockin’ music experience. Carrie Kouba, Rochester Public 
Schools music teacher and instructional coach, will be the instructor for this rhythm camp. There will 
be a short performance on the last day of camp. 
 
Location: Century-Band Rm. K-124; Fee: $75; 5 Classes Mon-Fri, Jul. 15-Jul. 19; 12:30 PM-3:00 PM 
 
Registration for the Summer Music Camps by contacting Rochester Community Education. Online at: 
www.rochesterce.org/youth  Questions regarding the summer music camps?  Contact Judy at 292-0576  
or the SEMYO office at the email address: info@semyo.org. 


