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cSEMSk 
The Southeastern Minnesota Suzuki 

Association is an organization devoted to the 
Suzuki teaching style and philosophy. Our 
Board meets the third Monday of every month 
and is composed of teachers and parents. If 
you would be willing to serve on the Board, 
please indicate your interest to a Board 
member. 

president - Linda Thompson 
vice-president - Nancy Osteraas 

secretary - Sue Spackman 
treasurer - Claire Faust 

Barbara Bartleson 
Géorgie Daniel 

Ann Lopour 
Elizabeth Remfert 

Sue Spackman 
Charts Stenberg 

Group Lesson Changes for 
Fall, 1988 

During the 1988-89 school year SEMSA 
teachers will return to holding their own group 
lessons in individual studios. Two orchestras 
will take the place of reading groups. Students 
will be assigned according to Suzuki repertoire 
level, reading ability and age. Advanced 
Orchestra will be held at 3:30 and Begininning 
Orchestra at 4:30p.m. FRIDAY afternoons. 

As a rule, there are no school activities 
planned for Friday afternoon and these classes 
will be over in time for football games and 
other evening activités. 

Not every student will be assigned to an 
o / ^ s t r a . Your private teacher will let you 
k\\ 4 about time and grouping. The violin 
teachers will rotate as director of the groups. 

We look forward to building a lot of skill in 
reading and playing together. 

-by Linda Thompson 

P Sixteenth Notes P 
1. September is SEMSA Membership Month! 
Please see your teacher about membership as 
early as possible as lessons resume in 
September. 

2. A telephone tree will be set up to to help 
co-ordinate extra performances and spread 
information about changes in SEMSA activities. 
Your help will be greatly appreciated by all 
Board members. 

3. Special thanks are in order to two generous 
past Board members. Jean Mortenson has 
extended her expired term to co-chair the 
1988 Gashuku with continuing member, Claire 
Faust. Pat Taylor has acted as Board 
secretary during the summer months. Their 
help is characteristic of the kind of service 
they have given our organization in the past. 
Many thanks to Jean and Pat. 
4. Thanks to all the violin students who 
performed at Rochesterfest. SEMSA earned 
$50.00 for your participation. 

5. Many area students and teachers enhanced 
their summer music studies with trips to Suzuki 
institutes. Barbara Bartleson, 
Georgia Daniel and Nancy Osteraas took 
teacher training courses. The following 
attended student sessions: 

Theresa Allsen 
Stephanie Coltvet 
Amy and Elizabeth Crussel 
Jonathan Dale 
Andrew, Emily and Mim Gustafson 
Jon Larson 
Sara Lewis 
Amy MacLaughlin 
Amy and Sara Mezacapa 
Ann Mortenson 
Larua and Elizabeth Soltis 
Erin Spackman 
Bernt and Kjell Stenberg 
Elena and Elisa Tanaka 
Stephanie Tang 
Amelia, Carmel and Tara Vrabel 



Orchestra Underway 
by Linda Thompson 

After four rehearsals with 
^ ee different conductors, the 
SEMSA orchestras have had quite a 
workout! Each of the directors 
comes to the group with different 
backgrounds, experience and ideas. 
The directors feel good about the 
groups and their possibilities. 
Because of the timingof newsletters 
and rehearsals, because of the 
Gashuku and its responsibilites, and 
because of the rotation of directors, 
not everything about this year's 
situation has become clear. So 
here is an explanation of our 
goals, expectations and 
guidelines. 

The directors met to 
discuss the goals for this group 
since many of our students have 
orchestral experiences available at 
C* ool or SEMYO. 

W e feel that these orchestras 
exist to: 

1. make use of reading skills 
learned in private lessons, and to 
strengthen sight-reading skills by 
reading music that is often new, not 
"practiced" or memorized. 

2. give all students an ensemble 
experience (versus the solo 
experience received in private 
lessons) and allow students to 
develop as musicians by listening to 
several other parts while 
maintaining his/her part. 

3. give all students the 
experience of following a conductor 
while reading. 

4. develop and enrich each 
student's ability to a high level so 
f^T-X they can build on these 
experiences to use orchestra 
throughout their lives, if they wish, 
in a professional, semi-professional 
or amateur orchestra. 

Our expectation is that all 
students eligible will attend 
rehearsals regularly and behave in a 
suitable manner. If and when 
performances are scheduled, we 
expect students to practice music on 
their own as well as at rehearsal. 

Some guidelines were passed 
out with the orchestra participation 
form that each students should have 
received, signed and returned with 
the $15.00 participation fee. If you 
have you have not taken care of 
the form or the fee, please do so as 
soon as possible. Unfortunately, the 
first three times we used the 

church, someone played pranks 
in the restrooms. W e do not 
know who it was, but would 
sincerely hope that it is not 
someone from our group. If it 
was, we hope they will not do 

it again. 
It is very helpful to have 

parents help a bit with set-up and 
clean-up. So far people have been 
very considerate and we appreciate 
it. Some items have been left 
behind, mainly jackets. Please take 
time to remember what you 
brought. W e don't have a central 
lost and found. 

Students should remember to 
bring folding stands. Parents do not 
need to stay for rehearsals, but it is 
necessary that students be picked up 
on time. Directors do not feel thay 
can leave students waiting. 

This is a long orchestra update, 
but we need a way of spreading 
this information. And, I have saved 
the best for last! The orchestras 
have a beautiful sound. Students 
reading skills have improved. Their 
ability to follow a director has 
improved. Both these groups have 
tremendous potential with such a 
stable beginning. Listen for great 
sounds from these Suzuki orchestras. 


