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New Ensemble Recital Guidelines 
for 1997 

by Barbara Bartleson 

Because we want the Ensemble Recital to be a 
positive experience, the SEMSA Board evaluated 
how ensembles are formed and how they rehearse. 
Teachers and parents came up with some ideas to 
make the recital more rewarding and manageable. 
Parents should read the guidelines and ask their 
teacher for necessary clarification. 

•In general, a student should perform in only one 
ensemble. SEMSA orchestras and flute and cello 
choirs do not count as the one ensemble. 
•One teacher should take primary responsibility for 
each group. All teachers with involved students 
should expect to help with coaching. 
•Use the following procedure when combining 
students from different studios: 

1. The teacher forming the group should talk 
with each child's studio teacher to check if 
the student is available and whether or not 
the music is appropriate. 

2. The studio teacher should talk with the 
parent to discuss time requirements and 
interest. 

3. Last, the parent and teacher should discuss 
the ensemble with the child. 

Everyone will have a chance to voice their opinion 
about the music, personnel and rehearsal schedule 
before committing to the project. 
• Parents should expect to pay teachers for time 
spent coaching ensembles. As a rule of thumb, 
teachers should be paid according to their hourly 
teaching rate divided by the number of students in 
the group. 

These are guidelines, not rules. We know there will 
be exceptions. The Board will revisit the guidelines 
after the next recital to evaluate. Please talk to your 
teacher. We need your input to "fine tune" for next 
year. 

Andrew in Japan 

Andrew Gustafson, son of Mary and Ray Gustafson, 
spent eighteen days in Japan over the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Andrew is a member of the American Boy 
Choir. He attends the American Boy Choir School 
in Princeton, New Jersey. It is a special honor to be 
chosen to tour with the group and Andrew was 
justifiably proud. 

The boys performed in ten cities, including Kyoto 
and Tokyo. A special performance was held for the 
United States Embassy, attended by the Assistant 
Ambassador. If you were watching the "Today 
Show" on December 18, perhaps you noticed 
Andrew in the front row as the choir sang on 
national television. 

Linda Thompson Awarded SEMAC Grant 

Linda Thompson, SEMSA violin teacher, received a 
grant of $500.00 from the Southeastern Minnesota 
Arts Council for her composition of two new works 
for our ensemble program. The new works will be 
performed at the May, 1997, Ensemble Recital by 
student groups. 

Linda is an experienced composer for many 
combinations of voices and instruments. She is 
using her computer to professionally prepare and 
edit her music. 

The first set of pieces is composed around the 
theme of life in Minnesota. The suite will be played 
by violin, viola, cello and piano. The other set of 
pieces is still in progress. The SEMSA Board 
wishes to thank the Southeastern Minnesota Arts 
Council for their support of this project. 



© Recital Etiquette 
and Concert Manners 
by Linda Thompson 

Recitals and concerts are special for those 
performing whether they be playing "Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star" or the Mendelssohn Concerto. 
Usually SEMSA audiences are well behaved. Its 
just helpful to review how to behave and why. 

Young people should be taught ahead of time that it 
is impolite to talk when people are performing, that 
banging on a chair and walking around are not 
acceptable behaviors. Sometimes parents feel that 
because a child is very young these actions are OK. 
However, just as young children learn to play very 
well, proper behavior can be taught. 

Students performances are the perfect place to 
teach concert manners. Try a practice session at 
home. Setting a good example is important. Older 
students should be reminded that young ones may 
be copying them. 

Here is a list of items to discuss with your children: 
1. As soon as the music begins, be quiet so that 

everyone can enjoy the music. 
2. At the end of a piece (not between movements) 

we clap our hands to show our appreciation to 
the performer. 

3. We talk only between pieces. 
4. If there are refreshments, we take only one until 

everyone has been served. 
5. If we like a pieces especially well, its fun to tell 

the performer. 

Setting young people up for success with positive 
comments makes a big difference. Dr. Suzuki 
always stopped before entering a lesson to adjust 
his thinking to that of his student. We could try the 
same idea as we enter the concert hall. 

OOPS! 
Our new SEMSA directory for 1996-97 needs one 
important correction to the teachers list on the 
inside cover. 

Please change DeAnn Spencer's telephone number 
to read 285 - 0970. 

PIANISTS IN THE NEWS 

Megan Wille, Erik Rohde and Emily Snyder 
participated in a piano masterclass sponsored by 
the Rochester Area Keyboard Club on January 9, 
1997. 

1997 SEMSA VIOLIN WORKSHOP 
"Getting to Know Your Bow" 

Saturday, February 8, 1997, 9:30 to 4:00pm 
Congregational Church 

$15.00 per student ($7.50 for Twinklers) 
$3.75 for lunch(optional) 
Register by January 17 

y-^Tîx 

SEMSA is pleased to announce its violin workshop 
for 1996-97. "Getting to Know Your Bow" is the 
topic to be studied on Saturday, February 8, 1997, 
from 9:30 to 4:00 at the Congregational Church, 
965 17th Avenue SW in Rochester. Clinicians will 
be Nancy Lokken, Wanchi Huang and Melissa 
Arbetter. In addition, Roger Zabinski, a Twin Cities 
bow maker, will present session for parent and 
advanced students. Augsburg Suzuki Association 
parent, Donna Clearman, will present session with 
practice tips. As icing on the cake, Mrs. Lokken will 
bring several Augsburg Suzuki Association students 
to perform at the end of the day. 

Mrs. Lokken has studied with Mr. Suzuki in Japan, 
was director of the Suzuki program at the University 
of Minnesota, Duluth campus. She now directs the 
Augsburg College program and was instrumental in 
forming the Suzuki Association of Minnesota, which 
is in charge of the Minnesota Suzuki Festival and 
state graduations. 

Ms. Huang is a native of Taiwan, studied at the 
Peabody School, the Julliard School and has her 
doctorate from the University of Indiana. 

Mrs. Arbetter came to us from Chicago with 
degrees in performance and education. She has 
been an active member of SEMSA since moving 
here last summer. 

Mr. Zabinski is a member of the Federation of Violin 
and Bow Makers. He has participated in many 
national events and has been making bows for 
fifteen years. 

Mrs. Clearman has four children, studying violin and 
piano and a lot of experience practicing. 

Box lunches will be available at $3.75 with croissant 
sandwiches, chips and fruit. Bag lunches from 
home are an option, also. Dessert will be combined 
with a play-in/review that will feature a cupcake 
walk. Registration material will be in your teacher's 
studio soon. The fee for the day is $15.00(Pre-
Twinklers - $7.50). Registrations are due to your 
teacher by January 17 or to Nancy Kampmeier by 
January 25. 
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Calendar of Community Musical Events, January to May, 1997 
of special interest to SEMSA families, chosen by Vicki Blazing 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

12 Chamber Music 4:00 Unitarian Church 
featuring Wanchi Huang & other community artists no charge 

18 Rochester Orchestra and Chorale 2:30 and 8:00 Roch Assembly of God 
All Scandinavian program with 11 y/o piano soloist playing the Grieg Concerto 

7 Chamber & Solo Recital 
featuring Wanchi Huang & other community artists 

8 St. Paul Chamber Orchestra 
Carnival of the Animals (Family Series) 

22 Rochester Orchestra and Chorale 
"Beethoven in Person" 

2 Southeastern MN Youth Orchestra 
Superintendent Neonnig, guest artist 

9 Rochester Music Guild 
Scholarship Competition Winners Recital 

22 Rochester Orchestra and Chorale 
"All Mozart" 

5 Recital for Violin & Piano 
Wanchi Huang and Marta Fisk 

12 Rochester Orchestra and Chorale 
"Requiem" by Verdi 

3 St. Paul Chamber Orchestra 
"Fantastic Fiddles" (Family Series) 

17 Rochester Orchestra and Chorale 
"All Broadway Spectacular" 

18 Southeastern MN Youth Orchestra 
Season Finale/Concerto Concert 

4:00 
y artists 
10 and 11:30 

2:30 and 8:00 

7:00 

2:00 

2:30 and 8:00 

7:30 

8:00 

10 and 11:30 

8:00 

3:00 

Congregational Church 
no charge 
Ordway Music Theater 
St. Paul 
Roch Assembly of God 

to be announced 

Roch Covenant Church 

Assisi Heights 

Elim Baptist Church 
no charge 
Mayo Civic Auditorium 

Ordway Music Theater 
St. Paul 
Mayo Civic Auditorium 

to be announced 

Wanchi Huang, New SEMSA Teacher 
by Vicki Blazing 

Violinist Wanchi Huang has been recognized 
as a very talented and musical performer by many 
professional musicians who have heard her play. 
She has been complemented as "a musician who 
always has something special to offer through her 
flawless playing". The Baltimore Sun has joined in 
these acclaims, praising her as "sensational". 

She is the winner of the Taiwan National 
Violin Competition and several state competitions 
including the Maryland Jewish Community Center 
Young Soloist and Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 
Young Soloist Competition. Her appearance as a 
soloist with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra was 
followed by an appearance on the Week Night Live 
Show of Maryland Public Television and in the 
McGrawhill's Young Artists Showcase, aired on 
WQXR in New York City. Her recitals and chamber 

performances have been aired on WFLN, the 
classical radio station in Philadelphia. 

A native of Taiwan, she began her violin and 
piano studies with her mother at age six. She came 
to the United States at the age of thirteen to study 
violin with Daniel Heifetz at the Peabody 
Conservatory Preparatory Division. She received her 
Bachelor's degree from the Curtis Institute of Music, 
where she studied with Jasha Brodsky and Jamie 
Laredo. She received her Master's degree from the 
Juilliard School where she studied with Dorothy Delay 
and Naoko Tanaka. She recently completed her 
doctorate at Indiana University where she studied 
with Franco Gulli. Currently, Wanchi teaches 
privately in Rochester and performs in the Minnesota 
area. 
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